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Letters, remembering in particular the allegoric description of himsell in
one of them.1
'In an island situalcd not far from the Orkneys there was born a
child whose father was Eolc, god of the winds, and whose mother was
a nymph of Caledonia. It is said that he taught himself without any
help lo count' on his finders, and that from ihc age of four years he
was so perfectly \vdl able to distinguish the various metals that once,
when his mother wished to give him a brass ring instead of a gold
one, lie recognized the deception and threw it on the ground.'
On this occasion Law spoke at great length of his experiences in France
and, if ho did not succeed in convincing his visitor of- the merits of the
'system', lie at least secured a patient audience. He recalled how it was the
Duke of Noaillcs who had been the first to tliink of developing the Missis-
sippi but with insufficient capilal and how the future Controller-General
had outbid him. The deslruction of public confidence in the system leading
to its collapse he attributed to two faclors: the repeal of the edict of May
21, which lie was known to have sponsored a few days before, and the
posting of a bodyguard to protect his house and person. How could
people have any further confidence In the system after lie had been
disgraced in this manner? Indeed for some days he feared the worst and
thought he might lose Ills head. He remembered what a perfectly appalling
state of mind the Regent had been in when he next saw him at Court.
Orleans had expected him to perform miracles at this crisis. It was too
much* The climax was when he saw Orleans surrounded by all his enemies
and heard him say: 'Qu'on me laisse seal avec Monsieur Law!9 That was
the end.
Recollecting that he himself held office in a provincial Parliament,
Montesquieu asked his host why be had not attempted to win over the
members of the Paris body to his side by means of bribes as the English
Prime Minister had done with the House of Commons. 'They may not be
so smart in Paris1, replied Law, 'but they're much less corruptible.' From
world prices and supplies of gold, on which the financier talked with his
customary knowledge, the conversation drifted to general topics and per-
sonalities. One saying in particular of Law's Montesquieu remembered
long afterwards. They were discussing the great stock of genius lost to
the world in the countless throng of humanity such as the merchant clas-
ses. They are dead', said Law, *only they wont lie down',
1 Letter CXLII. Sec also Letters CXXXVIII and CXLVI.